
Course Title: Global Arts—Windows into the HeARTS of Other Cultures 
Course Number: MLS 610 
Professor: Dr. Larry Lavender, Professor of Dance 
Contact Information: 
Office Phone: (336) 334-3046 
Email: lavender@uncg.edu 
 
Course Description 
Can we appreciate the arts of cultures foreign to us? Is a translation process necessary? 
Does a culture’s sense of time and space effect its artistic expressions? Study of global 
arts provides a helpful window into the hearts of other cultures. In this course we will 
expand our understanding of our ways of thinking/sensing/feeling to prepare for a 
comparative exploration of artistic practices within four distinct cultural contexts. We 
will survey the past and present in search of clues to common themes and ideas while 
attempting to discover and appreciate the unique cultural views encountered. 
 
Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to: 
1. Apply ethological and anthropological approaches and critical thinking to the 
study of the arts as learned cultural behavior; 
2. Describe the foundations of the cultures out of which the artistic ideas and 
practices examined in class arose; 
3. Discuss links between artistic practices and myriad other manifestations of 
cultural values and sensibilities. 
 
Required Texts: 
Ellen Dissanayake, What Is Art For? 
Dennis Dutton, ―But they don’t have our concept of art‖  
Edward T. Hall, The Hidden Dimension and The Silent Language 
Nuala O’Connor, Bring It All Back Home: The Influences of Irish Music, Chapters 5-11 
(pp. 49-139) 
E-reserves, (available in Blackboard; check each unit for weekly reading selections) 
Films and DVDs, to be rented, checked out at TLC or purchased (optional) are listed in 
each unit. 
 
Recommended Reading: 
Edward T. Hall, The Dance of Life 
Robert Belton, Art: The World of Art from Aboriginal to American Pop 
Jane Yolen, ed. Favorite Folktales from Around the World 
Stephen Addiss, Traditional Arts and Culture: An Illustrated Sourcebook 
Thomas Cahill, How the Irish Saved Civilization 
Justino Fernandez, A Guide to Mexican Art: From Its Past to Present 
Hayden Herrara, Frida: A Biography of Frida Kahlo 
Patrick Marnham: Dreaming with the Eyes Open: The Life of Diego Rivera 
 
General Description of Course Activities 
It is expected you will spend a minimum of 8–10 hours a week on the following: 



Readings: 
1. Texts 
2. E-reserve 
3. Internet research, including weblinks 
 
Media (films, videos, DVDs): 
Units on Africa, Japan, Ireland, and Mexico will be introduced by a film viewing 
assignment. Some of the units will require time spent listening to the music of the 
culture being discussed. 
 
Assignments: 
Online Journal: 20 pts 
Email Dyads: Pairs of students will connect via email for a series of one-on-one 
responses to introductory course questions 
Blogs: Each student will set-up an online blog space to respond to weekly unit questions, 
reading material and films. Entries should be 300-500 words and have a conversational 
tone and self-reflective style. I encourage you in this context to write in an uncensored 
manner to maximize the discovery aspects of writing and to minimize the pressure 
associated with the presentational aspects of writing – this is an important distinction 
to bear in mind. 
 
Discussions: 20 pts. 
Class discussions will be conducted through discussion forums with questions derived 
from the weekly unit’s information, readings, films, Internet research. Professor will 
check in on the discussion during the week and provide responses at the end of the 
week. 
 
Midterm Project: 20 pts. This is a new assignment, online presentations taken out 
5-10 page writing-for-discovery (I will explain this idea) essay exploring issues raised 
by Dutton in ―But they don’t have our concept of art.‖ I will provide a writing prompt 
with suggested approaches to this assignment on September 15. 
 
Term paper: 40 pts. 
A 12—15 page illustrated term paper with footnotes and bibliography (MLA preferred, 
but any standard style is acceptable provided it is consistent) based on this research will 
be due at the end of the semester. In consultation with the professor, each student will 
select a culture and an art form through which to study that culture. 
 
Grading: 100 pts possible 
The following weights are given to each assignment: 
Online Journal /Blog 20 
Discussion Participation 20 
Midterm essay 20 
Term Paper 40 
 
Grading scale: 
95-100 A 



90-94 A- 
85-89 B+ 
80-84 B 
75-79 B 
 
Requirements of A work: 
Active engagement in each assignment; prompt, thoughtful, and prepared completion 
of all assignments’ thorough research and well-edited writing of term paper. 
 
Topical Outline: all weeks run from Monday to the following Sunday 
 


